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state gives them that symbolic character which is essential
to the content of a mediatory will.
Besides the will, which is entirely dependent upon its
content, man gains a further resource, then, in the un-
conscious, that maternal womb of creative phantasy, which is
constantly potent to fashion symbols in the natural process
of elemental psychic activity, symbols which can serve in
the determination of the mediating will, I .say "can"
advisedly, because the symbol does not eo ipso step into
the breach, but remains in the unconscious just so lon^ as
the energic value of the conscious content exceeds the value
of the unconscious symbol, Under normal conditions
this is, moreover, always the case; while under abnormal
conditions a reversal of value takes place, whereby the
unconscious receives a higher value than the conscious.
In such a case the symbol penetrates the .surface of
consciousness, without however being taken up by the
conscious will and the executive conscious functions,
since these, on account of the reversal of values, have
now become subliminal. The unconscious has become
superllminal, and an abnormal mental state, a mental
disorder, has declared itself,
Under normal conditions, therefore, energy must be
artificially added to the unconscious symbol, in order to
increase its value and thus bring it to consciousness. This
occurs (and here we return again to the idea of differentia-
tion provoked by Schiller) through a differentiation of the
Self from the opposites, This differentiation is equivalent
to a detachment of the libido from both sides, in such
measure as the libido is disposable. For the libido invested
in the instinct is only to a certain degree disposable,
just so far in fact as the power of the will extends, This
is represented by that quantity of energy which is under
the "free" disposition of the ego. In such a case the will
has the Self as a possible aim. In such measure as further